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Chronic Bronchitis and Your Pet 

Chronic bronchitis is a condition in which there is persistent inflammation 

in the airways that move oxygen from the trachea to the lungs. Over time, 

the airways become thickened and narrowed, reducing the animal's    

ability to inhale and exhale air properly, which adversely affects the       

normal transport and exchange of oxygen, carbon dioxide, and other  

substances. The disorder is also known as chronic obstructive pulmonary 

disease (COPD). It is seen most often in toy and small dog breeds,     

however, larger dogs and cats can also suffer from the condition. 

Triggers for bronchitis include infections, parasites, airborne fumes, mold 

and dust and the classic symptom of chronic bronchitis is a harsh, dry, 

and hacking cough. The cough is often worse when the animal is           

exercising or engaging in physical activity, is under stress, or when there 

is physical pressure placed on the trachea (wind pipe), such as when a 

dog strains against a collar and leash.  

If your pet has been coughing for a while and you don't have a diagnosis, 

ask your veterinarian about the possibility of chronic bronchitis.   

Perfect “Starter” Pets 

Before caving and giving in to your child’s constant begging for a puppy, 

take baby steps with a starter pet. Puppies are a lot of work and at times 

can be on par with having another child. There are many great options 

for great starter pets that will take less time, money and commitment 

than a dog. Plus these are a great way to stall and have your child show 

you they are ready for the ultimate pet - a dog.  

 Parakeet ~ Inexpensive, highly social and entertaining to watch. 

 Betta Fish ~ Happy in a small bowl and pretty to look at. 

 Turtle ~ Quiet, fairly easy to care for and don’t require a lot of attention. 

 Hamster / Gerbil ~ Good tempered (for the most part) and don’t require 

much attention.    
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Save the Date! 

The Pawsitively Pets Expo is coming to 

Nashua! 

When:   Sunday, May 15 
              9:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Where:  Daniel Webster College 
              20 University Drive 
              Nashua, NH 

Come and celebrate all things with four 

legs, fins, wings and whiskers! Pets 

from all over New Hampshire are  

bringing their pet parents to the Expo 

to visit with pet-related vendors and 

enjoy a day full of activities. 

Animals help us to live longer and  

happier lives. They depend on us for 

care, love, food, and shelter. The     

Telegraph is pairing up with the        

Humane Society for Greater Nashua to          

celebrate that bond.  

Don't have a pet? The Humane Society 

for Greater Nashua will have pets 

available for adoption! 

Dogs who are spayed or neutered and 

on a short leash may attend the event 

with a responsible guardian.  

Save the date! This is a FREE event! 

Ferret Facts 

If you want a pet, but don't feel 

like a dog or cat is right for your 

at the moment, try something 

less traditional, like an adorable 

ferret. Here are a few reasons 

why a ferret might be right for 

you: 

1. They get along well with    

other pets and will keep them 

entertained. 

2. They’re smart! Ferrets can 

learn to respond to their 

name and you can teach 

them tricks. 

3. They have temperaments 

similar to both dogs and cats. 

4. Ferrets do something called 

the “weasel war dance,” 

which is considered a sign of 

excitement and happiness 

and it quite entertaining to 

watch! 

5. They’re independent, playful 

and affectionate. 

6. Ferrets remain small in size,    

weighing only 1 - 4 pounds. 

7. They are absolutely sweet 

and adorable! 
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New Treatment for Puppies with Parvo May Save Lives  

Colorado State University   

Veterinary School recently         

announced two new drugs 

that can mean the          

difference between l i fe and 

death for puppies affected 

with parvo-virus and whose 

pet parents can ’ t  afford 

veterinary care.  

A new treatment protocol includes the at -home use of two 

drugs recently released by Pfizer Animal Health that are    

designed to treat nausea and dehydration caused by parvo.  

Standard veterinary care can cost upwards of $3,000 and   

includes hospital ization, IV fluids, antibiotics, and close  

monitoring. The new Pfizer drugs cost only about $200 to 

$300.  

The veterinary school sti l l  recommends inpatient care as the 

best practice, but reported that a recent study showed parvo -

infected dogs treated with the drugs have an 85% survival 

rate, while 90% of dogs treated as inpatients survive.     

Without any care, the virus is almost always fatal.  

Parvo is spread through feces of infected dogs and typically 

affects the gastrointestinal tract and circulatory system,   

suppressing the immune system. A vaccine is available, but 

puppies are not ful ly protected against the virus unti l  7 to 10 

days after they ’ve had all  three injections (init ial  vaccine and 

two booster shots). Unti l  then, veterinarians recommend pet 

parents keep puppies away from areas where several dogs 

congregate, l ike doggie day cares and dog parks.  
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If Your Dog’s Poop Could Talk... 

When it comes to your dog’s poop,        

something a little “off color” just might be a 

warning sign. Here are six types of poop to 

look out for… 

Healthy Poop ~ A normal poop is brown 

in color and log-shaped. 

Green Poop ~ Various dyes in food can 

lead to a green tinge. Feeding your dog a 

quality food with natural ingredients will help 

avoid funky colored poops. 

Grey and “Rocky” Poop ~ This type of 

poop may be an indication of constipation  

issues. If your pup seems obstructed, make 

sure he is well hydrated.  

Soft or Liquid, Light Brown Poop ~ Dogs 

aren’t the best decision makers when it 

comes to what they put in their mouths.  

Softer poop usually indicates some dietary 

or digestive issues. 

Poop with Streaks of Bright Red Blood ~ 

This could indicate bleeding in the large 

bowel, usually caused by stress, poor diet or 

parasites. Anytime there is blood in your 

pooch’s poop, bring him to your vet ASAP! 

Poop with a Large Volume of Blood ~ A 

large amount of visible blood could be due to  

Hemorrhagic Gastroenteritis, a condition 

more common in smaller dogs. Seek       

medical attention immediately!  

Cat Breed Facts 

 Because of their sleek 

body shape, even one 

day of over-eating can 

give a Siamese cat a pot-

belly appearance, so their 

nutrition should be     

monitored very closely. 

 Many Maine Coon cats 

exhibit polydactylism, the 

growth of an extra toe. 

It’s perfectly healthy and 

it helps spread their paws 

to walk on the snow. 

 The Ragdoll cat is named 

for their tendency to go 

limp when picked up. 

They are spirited cats 

and can even be taught 

to play fetch. 

 American Domestic cats 

are typically healthy and 

vigorous because of their 

mixed genes. 

 Sphynx cats originated 

from a naturally hairless 

cat that was bred in order 

to continue the trait. They 

often don’t trigger          

allergies.  


