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July is National Lost Pet Prevention Month 

Every two seconds a pet parent in the US is faced with their worst fear 
when they suddenly discover their cat or dog is missing. Statistics state 
that more than 10 million companion animals go astray each year, with 
only 1 in 10 ever reuniting with the ones they love. 

National Lost Pet Prevention Month - which takes place each July - offers 
families with beloved pets the facts they need to keep their four-legged 
friend from being among the one in three cats and dogs who find       
themselves lost in their lifetime. 

The event’s official website - LostPetPrevention.com - offers a wide range 
of educational articles and infographics which cover ways to keep our  
precious pets safe at home. Please take the time to ensure you, as a pet 
parent, are doing everything right when it comes to preventing pet loss.  

New Website Dedicated to Finding Pets Foster Homes 

Now homeless pets across the country will 
have an even better chance at finding a 
forever home. The founder of the renown 
website Petfinder has announced the 
launch of a new mission-driven website, 
911FosterPets. 

The co-founders of the site believe if more 
people knew they could save a homeless 
pet’s life by letting him stay with them for a 
few days, they would act quickly to help. Now there is a website platform 
that folks can search to offer that opportunity. Sometimes all a homeless 
pet needs is a short-term foster situation to save them from being     
needlessly euthanized due to lack of space at a shelter. 

The website is very easy to use. Shelters and rescue agencies are invited 
to post pets to the site, and those pets in need of foster care are quickly 
displayed to potential foster parents. Folks interested in fostering can fill 
out an online form. The world just got a little bit brighter for homeless 
pets. Visit the site today to learn how you can help a homeless pet! 

http://www.lostpetprevention.com
http://www.petfinder.com
http://www.911fosterpets.com
http://www.911fosterpets.com
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Declawing Cats May Soon Be Illegal 

Depending on who you ask, cat declawing 
is either feline torture or a   necessary evil. 
The veterinary procedure has been offered 
for many years, but that could cease to be 
the case, at least in New York, if legislation 
to ban the practice is passed.  

For those who don't have cats, declawing may sound like nothing more 
than a simple nail clipping, but it's a very serious medical operation.   
Medically referred to as an onychectomy, declawing a cat is essentially 
amputation. Feline nails, unlike ours, are attached to the bones. To        
remove them, vets must cut through tendon and nerves in order to fully 
remove the nail and bone. The human equivalent, as the Human Society 
of the United States describes it, is "cutting off each finger at the last 
knuckle." 

The gravity of the procedure is why lobbyists are hoping to make it illegal 
in New York. Many cat owners opt for the procedure to avoid a cat's      
destructive behavior, particularly against their furniture. To that, sponsors 
of the bill say if your standard is to have pristine furniture, then you don’t 
need a cat. 

Many veterinarians understand the concern regarding the procedure, but 
disagree with a ban. "None of us love the procedure. But when the         
alternative is condemning the cat to a shelter or to death? That's why we 
do it," says veterinarian New York City Richard Goldstein. The American 
Veterinary Medical Association supports the procedure, but "only after    
attempts have been made to prevent the cat from using its claws           
destructively or when its clawing presents an above normal health risk for 
its owner(s)." Still, 130 New York vets are completely supportive of the 
ban. And many hope the vote in New York will be a stepping stone to  
banning the procedure in other states, too. 

The bill is currently with the Senate and Assembly, but no voting date has 
yet been determined. How would you vote? And would you vote to outlaw 
declawing in your state? 
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Secondhand Smoke Affects Our Pets, Too 

Smoking is bad for you - everyone knows that. So it shouldn't come as a 
surprise that secondhand smoke from tobacco also adversely affects our 
pets. Pets in households where an owner smokes are found to have a 
higher risk for health problems than those in non-smoking homes.  

University study findings show risk of ongoing cell damage, increased 
weight gain, increased risk of cancers (primarily nasal sinus and lung 
cancers), allergies and other respiratory problems in pets living with pet 
parents who smoke.  

So, what if you smoke outside or in another room instead of smoking 
near your precious pet?  The reality is not so cut and dry. While it might 
be better, third-hand smoke can pose potential health risks as well.      
According to a separate study, a large number of people, particularly 
smokers, have no idea that third-hand smoke - the cocktail of toxins that 
linger in carpets, sofas, clothes, hair and other materials hours or even 
days after a cigarette is put out - is a health hazard for our housemates, 
even our pets.   

The object here is not to make smokers feel bad but to educate them that 
their choices affect those they care about, including their furry pals!  

Dog and Cat Mythbusters 

Dog Myth ~ A dry nose means a dog is ill. 
Many of us believe that a cool wet nose on a 
dog means the dog is healthy, and that a dry 
nose means he’s sick. Not true! A dry nose 
can be caused by poor air circulation in a 
room, or even just by the dog sitting in the 

sun. A dog’s nose can change from dry to wet and back to dry several 
times a day.  

Cat Myth ~ Cats can live on a vegan diet. This myth is dangerous. 
Cats are natural hunters and carnivores. They rely on taurine, an amino 
acid found in meat that is essential for normal heart muscle function and 
vision. A taurine-free diet can result in blindness and heart problems.   
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Is Your Dog Suffering from Osteoarthritis? 

Osteoarthritis (OA) and joint problems can turn once lively canines into 
slower versions of themselves, making what was once second nature a 
painful effort. 

A progressive, degenerative disease that can impact dogs of all ages,   
sizes and breeds, osteoarthritis affects dogs’ joints, leading to debilitating 
pain, stiffness, swelling, lameness and reduced mobility. Now that our 
dogs are living longer, more of them are suffering from this disease. 

Common Signs of Arthritis 

Dogs can’t tell us when they are in pain, but they may show a variety of 
symptoms that could be tell-tale signs they are suffering from arthritis. 

 No longer greets you at the door 

 General decrease in activity or     
exercise 

 Reluctance to walk, run, climb, 
jump or play 

 Stiffness or decreased movement 
of joints 

 Limping or lameness 

 Difficulty rising from a resting     
position 

20% of dogs over one year of age in the United States are believed to be 
suffering from osteoarthritis. While it cannot be cured, osteoarthritis can 
be treated, so if you suspect your precious pooch is suffering, see your 
vet immediately. 

 Lagging behind on walks 

 Soreness when touched 

 Yelping or whimpering 

 Changes in personality, such 
as acting aggressive or       
withdrawn 

 Flattening ears against their 
head 

 Licking the affected area 

Did You Know…? 

“Beware the Dog” is a time-honored phrase. It has been found written into 
mosaics on the doorsteps of homes in ancient Roman cities. 

“Dog days of summer” began with the ancient Greeks. During the hottest 
days of summer in Greece, the “Dog Star,” Sirius, would rise. 


