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The Best and Worst of Cat Vaccines 

For dogs and humans, vaccines may be  
considered one of the greatest advances in 

the history of medicine. But it’s a different 
story for our feline friends. You see,              
injections, including vaccinations, have been 
linked to aggressive cancers - known as   

sarcomas - in cats.  

Originally it was thought that only the vaccines for rabies and feline       
leukemia virus caused sarcomas. However, since the discovery of the   
tumors, it has been learned that injections other than vaccines also can 

trigger sarcomas.  

Injection site sarcomas, as the name implies, develop in the tissues 
where an injection is administered. They may develop as soon as several 
weeks after the injection, or they may take years to form. Once they form 
they behave in an aggressive fashion. They spread locally into adjacent 
tissues, and they also may metastasize to distant parts of the body.  

Yes, sarcomas are scary things when they happen. But although         

sarcomas are legitimate concerns, it is important not to lose perspective. 
Disease is an even more important concern. So what should a concerned 
cat parent do about the complex issue of vaccines in cats? Find a good, 

knowledgeable vet who will take the time to sit down and discuss your 
cat’s lifestyle, age, and background. Decide with him which vaccines 
should be given, and how often.  

Also, remember some basic rules. Vaccines are extremely important for 

kittens and quite important for cats less than 2 years of age, but are less 
important for older cats. Leukemia vaccines are more important for      
outdoor cats than for indoor cats. The benefits of rabies vaccination      
depends upon lifestyle and circumstances in the home. Finally, cats with 

familial histories of sarcomas may be at increased risk of the tumors, so 
decreased vaccination frequency should be considered for them.  
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Goats ~ The New Man’s Best Friend? 

Five Simple Strategies for Saving Money on Veterinary Care 

1. Feed your pet a fresh, balanced, species-appropriate diet. Avoid highly 

processed, high-carbohydrate and low-moisture foods (including most 

commercial kibbles and low-quality canned foods).  

2. Help your pet maintain a healthy weight. Excess weight in dogs and 

cats can shorten lifespan and lead to conditions such as arthritis,   

bladder and urinary tract disease, liver disease, diabetes and more.  

3. Minimize your pet’s stress. That’s right. Stress can negatively impact 

your pet’s health just as it can your own. 

4. Provide your pet with adequate pure, fresh water. If your pet isn't      

adequately hydrated, it puts extra stress on his kidneys and heart while 

slowing blood flow through his liver and spleen. Be sure to clean your 

pet’s water dish daily as bacterial biofilm can grow in an unclean dish. 

5. Ensure your pet’s hygiene is in good order. Big problems can be     

prevented by paying attention to small details — i.e., trim your pet's 

nails regularly, clean his ears if necessary and brush his teeth often.  

Goats have the capacity to communicate 

with people like other domesticated      

animals, such as dogs and horses,       

according to scientists at the Queen Mary 

University of London. Researchers from 

the school are conducting a study they 

hope will lead to a better understanding of 

how skilled livestock are in their aptitude 

to solve problems and interact with       

humans based on their cognitive abilities -

and to an improvement in animal welfare 

in general.  

E-Cigs and Your Pets 

E-cig cartridges contain     

flavorings that are enticing to 

pets, along with nicotine and 

other chemicals that can be 

deadly. Refill containers for e-

cig cartridges may contain 

enough nicotine to kill even a 

large dog. 

If your pet ingests an e-cig, 

cartridge or refill liquid, seek 

emergency medical care    

immediately! 
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Save the Date! Wags to Whiskers is Coming Soon! 

What~ Wags to Whiskers Festival  

When ~ Saturday, October 1 ~ 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Where ~ Anheuser-Busch Brewery in Merrimack  

Sponsored by the Humane Society for Greater Nashua 

This event is jam-packed with activities and fun for your dog and family. 

Be a part of history and help the Humane Society of Greater Nashua 

break the Guinness Book of World Record for the most dogs brushing 

their teeth at the same time! Your dog will be pampered with goodies and 

can try the agility course or a jump like the dock diving dogs.  There will 

be carnival style games for kids and a Kitty City craft tent for cat owners 

to make a collar or treat for their favorite feline. There will also be food, 

beer, pet friendly vendors, shelter dogs on-site and more!  All proceeds 

help raise money for the shelter’s pets awaiting adoption. Admission is 

$10 per person with a family cap at $20, and no admission fees for dogs, 

though they must be leashed (no flexi-leashes), licensed, and up-to-date 

with all vaccines. Follow the event’s Facebook page here! 

Did You Know… 

If you feel scared, your dog will know about it in an instant. A dog’s     

sensitive nose can pick up on subtle scents, such as adrenalin, that he 

associates with fear and danger. Smaller dogs, or those with nervous 

temperaments, will follow your lead and start to feel scared themselves, 

while bigger dogs will likely spring into action and come to your rescue. 

September Pet Holidays 

Happy Healthy Cat Month  9/11 ~ National Pet Memorial Day 

9/13 ~ Hug Your Hound Day  9/19 ~ Puppy Mill Awareness Day  

9/28 ~ World Rabies Day   To learn more, visit DogTipper.com. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1625850621076420/
http://www.dogtipper.com/fun/pet-holidays
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Is Your Cat Loafing Around? 

Ever notice your feline friend lying 

down on her belly with her paws 

tucked under her chest, resembling a 

loaf of bread? Why does she do that? 

What does it mean? Well, you can be 

comforted to know it simply means 

she is content and relaxed. Not to 

mention cute! So just smile the next 

time you see her loafing around. 

Pennies Can Cause Problems for Your Pet 

Pennies minted after 1982 pose a serious risk to pets because they’re 

made out of mostly (nearly 98 percent) zinc. 

If swallowed, once in your pet’s stomach, stomach acid will begin to   

corrode the penny and, in so doing, rapidly release zinc into your pet’s 

bloodstream. 

Excess zinc exposure can destroy red blood cells and cause liver     

damage, kidney failure, heart failure and death. Symptoms of excessive 

exposure include weakness, anemia (pale gums), vomiting, increased 

heart and breathing rates, discolored urine, lack of appetite, jaundiced 

(yellow) gums, and collapse.  

If your pet eats a penny (even just one), seek emergency veterinary 

care immediately. 

“Pets are humanizing. They remind us we have an obligation and 

responsibility to preserve and nurture and care for all life.” 

James Cromwell 

Cats and Arthritis 

Estimates are that about one-

third of adult cats have arthritis 

by age 6, and up to 90% over 

the age of 12 have some      

degree of arthritis. To prevent 

or alleviate arthritis in your cat, 

it’s important to keep him at a 

healthy weight, feed a well     

balanced diet, and insure he is 

physically active.  


