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Remembering Sam aka “Duke” 

Dogs are used in commercials of all types but there are some that really 
stand out and make us smile. Duke the golden retriever featured in the 
Bush’s Baked Beans commercial is one that most Americans are aware of 
and have even welcomed the product into their homes because of that 
connection. Sadly, Sam, one of the dogs that portrayed “Duke” passed 
away last month, taking the secret family recipe to his grave. Bush’s Baked 
Beans made the announcement stating that the unofficial mascot had 
passed as a result of an aggressive cancer. In remembrance, here are a few 
facts about the famous pooch and the company he helped brand. 

● Sam was the real name of the dog actor that played Duke. 
● Duke was inspired by the spokesman’s (Jay Bush) dog Duketo who 

wasn’t a fan of the spotlight. 
● He lived in Apopka, Florida with owner Susan who trains animals to 

work in commercials. 
● Several dogs have portrayed Duke over the years including Sam. 
● Duke has been a staple of the Bush brand for more than 20 years. 

 

 

 
 



THIS MONTH’S 
TOP STORIES 

Which Pet is Best for Your Lifestyle? 

 

 

Picking a pet is an important decision. Your lifestyle plays an important 
role in deciding which pet is best for you. There are several things to 

consider when picking a pet. 

Are You Active? 

If you have an active lifestyle, like to be on the go, and enjoy 
companionship, then dogs may be perfect for you. There are many 

breeds to choose from, but generally dogs require a major time 
commitment from you. They need your attention, and they require 

physical activity daily, so be prepared to walk (or run) with them daily. 

Laid-Back and Easy Going? 

Cats may be better suited to you. Pick this pet if you are better suited to 
down time. While, cats still need attention, it's slightly different from a 
dog. They are happy to join you on the couch, so long as you pet them 

and show them affection. There is still work involved, such as cleaning a 
litter box and daily feedings, but caring for a cat will be more laid-back 

then other options. 

Click here for more information on pet care assistance! 

 

http://www.profpetsit.com/blog/litterbox-problems-solutions-gus-bennett/
http://www.profpetsit.com/blog/help-my-pet-is-sick-no-money-financial-aid-and-help/


Travel Much? 

If you travel often, the pet that is best for you will be one that is more self-reliant. These may include pets 
such as fish. Fish can have auto filters for the aquarium and automatic feeders, so that they'll survive your 
time away. Hermit crabs are another fun, self-reliant option. Rabbits, guinea pigs, and birds are another 
option so long as you get us at Professional Pet Sitting Etc. to stop in daily to feed and check on them. 

Enjoy Training? 

Birds are smart and crave attention. If you're looking to spend time teaching and training, birds may be 
the perfect pick for you. Birds are smart and do well when they get the training and attention they need. 

When picking a pet, consider how much time you have, what your family dynamic is, and how active or 
inactive you would like to be. One last consideration for picking the best pet would be how much money 
you have to invest in the purchase and continued care of the pet. Choosing a pet that fits your lifestyle 
will ensure a better relationship. Did you know Professional Pet Sitting Etc. care for all types of pets? 

 

How to Walk Your Cat on a Leash 
Leash Training a Cat 

 
In order to effectively take an indoor cat 
outside, leash training the cat will be 
necessary.  

To start, you will need  a harness and a 
leash. The harness should be the right 
size for the cat. The proper fit should be 
fairly snug. Keep in mind, cats are great 
escape artists and can easily back out of 
the harness if it's too big for them. As for 
the leash, any leash will do if it has a clip 
to snap onto the harness when it's time 
to go out. 

 
While still safely inside, introduce the harness slowly, allowing the cat to warm up to it. Show it to them 
and allow the cat to smell it. Once comfortable with the harness, proceed to strap the harness onto the 
cat. Food or treats may be used during this process as a distraction. It is normal for the cat to wriggle, 
back up, or walk with extreme awkwardness. The harness on their back is an unfamiliar sensation to 
them. Most cats will get used to it. The next step is to allow them to walk around indoors with the 
harness on, eventually adding the leash, when they are ready. Practice tugging gently on the leash and 
calling them to you, rewarding with treats or food, to allow them to acclimate to being directed with the 
leash. 

http://www.profpetsit.com/blog/bird-care-basics/
http://www.profpetsit.com/blog/what-pets-do-professional-pet-sitting-companies-care-for/
http://www.profpetsit.com/blog/cat-leash-trained/


Going outside! 

 
Once the cat is comfortable inside with the harness, it's time to venture outside. Start small and allow 
them to lead. Be sure the harness and leash are correctly on and lead them to the door. With the door 
open, let them sniff and take their time stepping out. To start, be sure the outdoor area is free of loud 
noises or other animals that may scare the cat. They may be over stimulated by all that the outdoors has 
to offer with sights, sounds, and smells, so allow them to take their time. With time, the cat will be able to 
walk with you, being gently led by the leash. 
 
Keep in mind that not all cats will adjust to walking on a leash. Even after proper leash training a cat, 
some may prefer to be tied to a post and lounge in the grass, while others will take to it in a flash, 
enjoying every moment of the walk. Be patient with the cat and allow them time to be comfortable with 
the harness and to adjust to being walked by a leash. In the end, you and your cat could enjoy quality 
outdoor time together, opening up a whole new world for your indoor cat. 

 

Professional Pet Sitting Etc. Services 

While pet sitting is what we are most known for here at Professional Pet Sitting Etc., we actually provide 
a wide variety of pet care services! Test your knowledge of our lesser known services by filling in the 
blanks below, then visit our website to learn more! 

1. _ _ G     _ A L_ I N G 
2. _ O O _ E R    S C _ _ P _ _ G 
3. H _ _ S E    C _ E C K S 
4. L _ T T _ R    B _ X    M _ I _ T E N _ N C E 
5. P _ T    M _ _ I C A _ I O _ S 
6. _ O_     T _ A I _ I N G  

  

If you have a suggestion or topic you would like to see in an upcoming newsletter, give us a call and share your 
ideas!. 

Professional Pet Sitting Etc. 
603-888-8088 

www.profpetsit.com 
profpetsit@aol.com 

 
Follow Us! 

 

https://www.profpetsit.com/
http://www.profpetsit.com/
mailto:profpetsit@aol.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNiQpz0opyLSvaQBeAk7MXQ
https://plus.google.com/102735616942704931408
https://twitter.com/ProfPetSit
https://www.facebook.com/Professional.Pet.Sitting.Etc/
https://www.pinterest.com/profpetsitting/

