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So, your dog went through the trash, ate

a crap ton of chicken bones and now,

you’re freaking out. This scary scenario

has played out in many dog homes across

the U.S. But, is there a reason to freak

out or is it a common misconception?

After all, dogs are carnivores, right?

Well, it is true that dogs are carnivores

but it’s important to remember that in

the wild, those bones are raw. The bones

is your trash or that you’re offering up

are most likely cooked. Cooked bones

tend to get very brittle and when broken or chewed, typically results in sharp points. Furthermore,

because dogs have been domesticated for so long, they tend not to chew their food as effectively as they

would have in the wild. With this is mind, giving a dog bones, whether raw or cooked, is a bad idea.

While your dog may be fine once or several times eating bones, it’s a risk you shouldn’t be willing to

take. They may develop pancreatitis, bloat, or vomiting/diarrhea. The most dangerous risk is blockage or

perforation anywhere from the esophogus to the rectum. These are very real and life-threatening

conditions.

If your dog shows any signs of pain or discomfort, call your vet immediately. These signs may present

themselves as:

● Repetitive vomiting or trying to vomit

● Not passing feces

● Not eating

● Coughing or retching

● Unusual position like stretching out or hunching over

● A tight or bloated tummy
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● Lethargy
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To Hug or Not to Hug
To hug or not to hug your dog or any dog, is the question but it seems to have a fairly

concrete answer. We get it, you love your dog and we love that! However, there are

plenty of other ways to show Fido affection. According to a study by Stanley Coren,

Ph.D., a professor of psychology at the University of British Columbia, the vast majority

of dogs don’t actually want to be hugged. Don’t take it personal!

After analyzing 250 images of dogs being hugged from various sources, the results

showed that a whopping 204 dogs (81.6%) showed one or more signs of stress,

discomfort, or anxiety. As for the others, 27 (10.8%) of the dogs showed either neutral

or ambiguous reactions to being hugged, and 19 (7.6%) seemed comfortable with being

hugged. While there are exceptions to every rule, the numbers don’t lie, the great

majority of dogs do not like being hugged. Keep in mind, hug is being defined as a full

embrace, meaning both arms around a dogs neck or body. This does not mean your dog

doesn’t enjoy cuddles, snuggles, pats, rubs, kisses, and treats.

To know for sure  if your dog is in the minority or majority, have someone take a video

and photos of you hugging your dog and look for the following signs of stress:

❖ Tense facial muscles
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❖ Tightly closed mouth

❖ Tongue-flicking

❖ eyes showing “half-moons” of white

❖ ears down or tail tucked

❖ furrowed brows

❖ Face turned away

On the other hand, a dog that truly enjoys hugs are relaxed, comfortable, usually

displays an open mouth, and no signs of stress.
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